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the reports from this office are promptly forwarded, though it is not 
possible to furnish as full information as the form calls for. 

In this connection I have to state that I am keeping myself carefully 
informed of the progress this disease is making at Alexandria, to which 
city it has, so far, been confined exclusively, and I submit the following 
facts which may be of interest : 

The first case was reported on May 4 last, and since that date there 
have been 62 cases (in sixty-six days), 22 of which have proven fatal 
and 24 of which have been cured. The low percentage of deaths is 
remarkable and the disease is of a very mild form. Although 
foreigners as well as natives are attacked, it is confined to the poorest 
and most uncleanly classes. The Government has shown great vigi- 
lence and energy in endeavoring to eradicate it, and has made generous 
allowances to the authorities at Alexandria for this purpose. 

Eespectfully, yours, "William Dtjlany Hunter, 

Vice- Consul- General, In Charge. 

The honorable the Assistant Secretary op State. 

FRENCH IVORY COAST COLONY. 

Further concerning plague at Grand JBassam. 

Consulate of the United States, 

Sierra Leone, July 6, 1899. 
Sir : Eeferring to my dispatch No. 34 under date of May 9, 1899, in 
which I reported that Sierra Leone had quarantined against the French 
Ivory Coast on account of the existence of the bubonic plague, I have 
to inform you that the local authorities here gave public notice under 
date of June 30, 1899, that said coast is no longer regarded as an 
infected place, except Grand Bassam. Consequently, vessels arriving 
into this port from any part of the French Ivory Coast with clean bills 
of health will no longer be liable to be placed in quarantine, except 
from Grand Bassam of said coast. 

Eespectfully, yours, John T. "Williams, 

United States Consul. 
The honorable the Assistant Secretary of State. 

GEKAT BRITAIN. 

Letter from London — Plague at Alexandria, Mauritius, and Reunion. 

London, England, July 24 f 18!-9. 
Sir : It does not appear that there is any expectation here that 
the bubonic plague is likely to extend much beyond its present 
limits. This feeling of security is due to the fact that all proper 
precautions are being taken. It is true that there are a considerable 
number of cases, and there is also some extension, yet the disposition to 
spread in Alexandria does not appear great, although it might be 
thought that all the conditions for such extension are present in that 
city. It is officially reported to the colonial office that the bubonic 
plague, which has been ranging in Hongkong and Mauritius has 
extended to the French island of Beunion. As to Mauritius, the official 
return for the week ended on Thursday last, shows that 36 cases of 
plague occurred during the week, and that no fewer than 29 of these 
proved fatal. No fresh case of plague has been reported at Alexandria 
for the last four days. In the earlier part of last week, however, there 
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were 6 new cases, 5 deaths, and 5 recoveries. The total number of cases 
up to the present is 74, of which 32 have been fatal. It was reported 
yesterday from Skoefde, in Sweden, that the epidemic of anthrax which 
recently broke out among the cattle in West Gothland, and subsequently 
also attacked human beings, continues to spread, and that 40 parishes 
are now infected. Owing to the prevalence of the epidemic, the great 
military maneuvers, which were to be held in West Gothland, have 
been countermanded. 

Eespectfully, yours, Fairfax Irwin, 

Surgeon, 77. 8.-M. H. 8. 
The Supervising Surgeon- General, 

77. 8. Marine- Hospital Service. 

ITALY. 

Report from Naples. 

Consulate of the United States, 

Naples, Italy, July 20, 1899. 

Sir : I have the honor to report that for the week ended July 19, 
1899, there was inspected the steamship Archimides bound for New 
York with cargo and passengers. Rejection of the following cases was 
advised : Trachoma, 13 ; favus. 2 ; poor physique, 7 ; phthisis, L ; hip 
joint disease, 2 ; anterior curvature of spine, 1 ; malarial fever, 1 ; anse- 
mia, 1. All the above cases were subsequently rejected by the steam- 
ship company. 

The sanitary condition of the vessel was satisfactory with the excep- 
tion of the 3 steerage compartments which are situated below the main 
deck. There are no portholes and in the forward it was so dark that 
the measurements had to be made by the aid of artificial light. In the 
rearmost compartment it was impossible to estimate the air space 
because cargo and passengers are stowed away together ; the air space 
in the two forward of these compartments averages about 2.91 cubic 
meters (100 cubic feet) per bunk. The air space of the compartments 
on the main deck averages about 2.70 cubic meters (92.66 cubic feet) 
per bunk. The total number of bunks was 724. In view of the fact 
that 807 steerage passengers had embarked and taking into considera- 
tion that the sanitary condition of the lower deck compartments was 
not what it might be, before signing the bill of health it was deemed 
advisable to inform the captain of the state of affairs ; he stated that 
by estimating the children at the rate of half persons he complied with 
the law. Technically he may have been correct, but taking into con- 
sideration tho wretched condition in which this class of ships reach 
New York I would respectfully ask whether there is not some remedy 
which could be applied. 

Eespectfully, yours, Victor G. Heiser, 

Assistant Surgeon, 77. S. M. H. 8. 

The Supervising Surgeon- General, 

77. S. Marine- Hospital Service. 



